
by Rick Wilson, Chief Ranger, Florissant Monument National Park 

Last Friday morning, 11/30, Justin Doyle and I were headed to Gunnison for 
firearms qualifications with Curecanti staff.  As we drove south from Buena 
Vista, I saw a small group of wagons for sale in a farm yard next to the high-
way.  One wagon was a freight wagon that appeared to be very similar to 
the freight wagon in need of wheels at the Hornbek Homestead.  After our 

firearms qualifications were over, we 
stopped to have a closer look on our 
way back to Florissant.  The wagon 
turned out to be very similar to the 
Hornbek freight wagon.  The running 
gear has been newly restored and the 
entire wagon seems to be in very good 
condition. 

The wagon is for sale by Woolly Bear 
Trading Company. 
The proprietor, Charlie Abel, does his-

toric carriage and wagon restorations and repairs.  He is asking $2800 for 
the wagon, plus a minor delivery fee.  

Replacing the wagon wheels on the old wagon could cost about $1000 per 
wheel for all four wheels to be custom made to fit the old wagon - plus ship-
ping; and then we would still have additional work to do to restore the box 
and running gear. 

I discussed the purchase of the wag-
on with Eric and Sally, and we have 
decided to use the funds collected by 
the Friends for the replacement 
wheels to purchase this wagon. I 
have also asked for a quote on re-
painting the wagon to what would 
have been the historic color scheme. 

Here's a picture of the wagon we will 
be purchasing and a picture of the old wagon for comparison. 

Multiple security measures will be put in place with the replacement wagon 
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to ensure that the 
wagon cannot be moved and the wheels cannot be removed. 

We will also continue to take donations for the restoration of the second wagon at the Home-
stead. 

The staff at the Fossil Beds is extremely excited about this new wagon! 
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New (Old) Wagon Delivered on 12/12/12 

Ranger Rick Wilson, Charles & Barbara Abel of the Woolly Bear 
Trading Company 

Thanks to all those who donated to the Wagon Wheel Fund! 



The new book authored by Estella Leopold and Herb Meyer is now avail-
able to the Friends of Florissant Fossil Beds. The Friends Board voted to 
purchase 75 copies of the book as a fund raiser. The 75 copies went to 
Estella Leopold  for her autograph and then came back to the Monument 
for Herb Meyer's autograph. To read a review of the book click HERE. 
We are very excited to be able to offer this special book to all of our 
members for $35.00.There are only these 75 to be offered to anyone with 
the autographs. Please remember that all proceeds go to benefiting the 
Monument. If you wish a copy, please send your request and check to: 

Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument 
% the Friends of Florissant  
PO Box 185  
Florissant, CO, 80816.  

We will also have these available for donations at all the Friends events 
while supplies last including the Great Backyard Bird Count on Saturday, 
February 16, 2013  

It will also be available at the WIPS Symposium in March. 

DON'T FORGET: We will also have copies of the CD produced by Jeff 
Wolin, Lead Interpreter at the Monument, at all Friends events with Jeff's 
autograph for a $10.00 donation. If you wish one of the CD's, please use 
the same request as the book.  
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Saved in Time Update 

http://www.kcet.org/news/the_back_forty/message-from-the-eocene-re-reading-the-florissant-fossil-beds.html�


The Visitor Center work is progressing still, but we are at the end of the major construction items. 
As of this week, the contractor has requested that we take temporary occupancy. Before that 
can happen, the building must be able to function on its own for the purpose it was built. Given 
that requirement, there are several small items to be addressed this week and there will need to 
be a final inspection of the facility before any temporary Certificate of Occupancy will be issued. 
Weather events have caused the usual winter trauma to contractor scheduling, but it is our hope 
that we can be out of the temporary VC building and operating marginally in the new VC by year 
end. There is not yet a schedule for that to happen because the final inspection has not been 
completed and, of course, the weather will always be a factor.  

We are getting close, however, and we're getting more excited. We will keep you posted on pro-
gress. 

You can watch the Visitor Center on our web-cam by clicking HERE. 

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT, from February 15-18 will be an international event this 
year for the first time. The Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds will be holding its count on Satur-
day, February 16, 2013 from 9 - 12 noon at the Florissant Fossil Beds. The event will be based 
in the Yurt where the fire will be going and hot drinks and snacks will be available. If you wish 
more information on the International just click on The Great Backyard Bird Count or go to the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Please call for reservations for the day as we already have at least 
25 people who will be joining us for all the fun. 

Last year there were 104,151 checklists submitted from the U.S., Mexico and Canada. 17.9 mil-
lion birds were counted which represented 623 species. Join us for fun to help with this very im-
portant count. Please call Sally McCracken at 687-9204 if you are going to join us.  

WIPS (Western Interior Paleontological Society) is holding the 2013 Founders Symposium at the 
Colorado School of Mines on March 16-17, 2013. The focus this year is "Ice Worlds and Their 
Fossils." Everyone knows about "The Ice Age"; usually a reference to Earth's most recent global 
cold snap that abated 12,000 years ago. Fewer people know that the last 2 million years may 
have hosted 50 or more glacial advances and retreats and glacial climates are far from a recent 
phenomenon in Earth's history. Go to www.westernpaleo.org for info about this fascinating topic 
and the Symposium. The Friends and the Monument will have an exhibit there. Join us for the 
fun in Golden.  

SOUTH PARK SYMPOSIUM - Will be held in Fairplay June 21 and 22, 2013. It is always a very 
informative and interesting symposium which is usually held in the schools. More info will be 
available as we get closer to the date.  

Have a wonderful holiday season and a wonderful New Year.  
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Visitor Center Update 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.nps.gov/common/commonspot/customcf/webcam/dsp_webcam_image.cfm?webCamURL=http://www.nps.gov/webcams-flfo/construction.jpg&refreshRate=30&title=7D9D9A81B88C9A7C48DA3289CD&width=640&height=480&altText=689B9185EC91893F5FDC3394990BA87C529BA678DBBEDE�
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/�
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478�
http://www.westernpaleo.org/�
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