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Plein Air in the Park - October 6th & 7th 2018 

It was one of those anticipated early autumn mornings when a light sweater is com-
forting. The Florissant Valley, slightly hazy, had a soft pastel look. Could it be 
misty ground fog from last evening’s showers or was it lingering smoke from wild-
fires in the West? No matter, the morning was magical. There were ever changing 
blended colors with a few high clouds in thin ribbons providing visual interest. It 
was just great conditions to paint. 

The merry band with backpacks, a cart and wagon in tow quickly proceeded to the 
Visitor Center to show their National Park passes. The artists proceeded to a select-
ed location along the Boulder Creek Trail with a meadow edge surrounded by ma-
ture ponderosa pines and a Pikes Peak view. This pretty place, where light filtered 
on the gray and cinnamon pine trunks stood in grasses that had a straw and mixed 
green look. 

It took twenty minutes of wandering for the artist to 
pick that “just so” spot. Is the spot a horizontal or 
vertical view? Does it 
have too much light 
and lacks shadows or 
are there too many 
trees? In the artist’s 
view they know when 
it’s good and it is 
theirs. Like tents in a 
campground the artist’s 
art boxes pop up on 
tripods and a morning 
of Plein Air painting 
has begun.  

  

  

“It took twenty minutes of wandering for 

the artist to pick that ‘just so’ spot.” 

Terry Sanchez Wayne Johnston 
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Quickly sketching, each artist knows their pace and finishes their sketch. Paint and brushes are now working-
mixing colors and starting the first bold strokes. Their thoughts are racing with focus and excitement. They 
wonder “what can I do in a couple of hours”? I planned on painting but I watched the others. I saw their ex-
pressions and the backward steps to see what they had done.  

These artists are preparing for the Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds Annual Fine Art Show and Sale on 
Saturday October 6th and Sunday October 7th 9 am to 5 pm. The artists have a lot of paintings to get complet-
ed and they will. The event is the Friends primary fundraiser for the year.  If unfamiliar with the Friends of 
Florissant Fossil Beds, we are a nonprofit 501c3 established in 1984 to support the mission of Florissant Fos-
sil Beds National Monument. 

 Each year the National Park Service staff strategically identifies critical projects that cannot be fund-
ed in the current budget. Currently the Friends are raising matching funds for the restoration of the Fowler 
Education Building to restore the water system, sewage system and provide disability accessibility. It will be 
suitable for school groups, educational seminars, elk walks, visiting field crews and researchers. The Friends 
also serve as National Park Service volunteers representing the NPS at community events and special celebra-
tions at the Monument. 

The artists eventually needed to finish, pack up and hike back to the parking lot. Puffy, churning 
thunder clouds were viewed to the north, catching light, ever changing white, dark gray, then white again. All 
of us stopped to view and take pictures in our minds eye. Thinking…maybe another time. 

 

Article written by John Schwabe 

 

 

 

Jared Brady Julie Cutter 
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Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society Contributes Support for 

Summer Interns at Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument  

For more than a decade the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society (CSMS) has assisted in the indirect sup-
port for one or more interns at the Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument. On June 8, 2018, Patty Glat-
felter, President of the Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds (FFFB), received the 2018 support check from 
CSMS board member John Massie in front of the park’s visitor center.  The FFFB administers the donated 
funds on behalf of the interns and the national monument. The funding has enabled interns to attend profes-
sional society meetings where they present talks and posters about their projects on Florissant paleontology. 

These college-age interns perform essential work in the fields of paleontology or geology in one of the most 
beautiful national parks in the Rocky Mountains.  This internship also provides valuable experience for each 
intern. The internship lasts during the summer.  

 

Article written by Steven Wade Veatch 

Presentation of the CSMS support check to the FFFB. Front row: CSMS member Linda 

Laverty looks on as CSMS board member John Massie presents a check to Patty Glatfelter 

(president of the FFFB). The back row:  John Schwabe (FFFB), Randy Hurley (CSMS Vice 

President), Steven Veatch (CSMS member and a past president of the FFFB) Sally 

Maertens, (Vice president and past president of the FFFB), park superintendent Michelle 

Wheatley, and ranger Jeff Wolin. Photo by Shelly Veatch. 
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October 2018 FLFO Activities & Events 

 
Activities Planned at Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument in October 

Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument is open year-round. During October, the Monument is open daily 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  

 
 
Weekly Programs: 
  
Yoga Hikes, Mondays October 1 and October 8, 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM. Join a certified yoga instructor 
and a Park Ranger for a 1 hour and 15 minute, 1 mile yoga hike. This will be a hike interspersed with stand-
ing yoga poses. This program is geared for beginner to intermediate yoga enthusiasts.  Meet at the visitor cen-
ter. 
 
 
Special Events: 
  
Fine Art Show and Sale, Saturday and Sunday, October 6 & 7, 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM.  Help support the 
Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds by attending the 3rd Annual Art Show Fundraiser.  Landscapes, wildlife, 
and western art will be on display and for sale. Children can draw their own landscape scenes with sidewalk 
chalk from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM each day. Plein Air art demonstrations will take place throughout the day.   
 
 
National Fossil Day Celebration, Sunday, October 14, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Celebrate National Fossil 
Day with story time, fossil crafts, and a scavenger hunt. Earn a Junior Paleontologist badge by completing the 
Junior Paleontologist activity book. 
  
  
Elk Hikes (RESERVATION ONLY), October 5-7, 4:45 PM – 7:15 PM and 13 & 14, 4:30 PM – 7:00 
PM.  Join a ranger for a RESERVATION ONLY evening hike, to listen to the magical sounds of elk bu-
gling.  These are 1-2 mile, off-trail hikes and can be in rugged terrain at times.  Children must be at least 10 
years old to attend. For reservations, please call (719) 748 – 3253 ext. 202. 
  
 
Night Sky Program, October 12, 7:30 PM – 10:00 PM.  Join park staff and members of the Colorado 
Springs Astronomical Society to gaze at the dark skies above Florissant Fossil Beds in search of planets, gal-
axies, nebulas, and more. Meet at the visitor center.    
 
 
There are no additional fees for any park programs beyond the daily entrance fee of $7.00 per adult (15 and 
younger are free). Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument offers 15 miles of beautiful, yet lesser known, 
hiking trails to explore, a free Junior Ranger Program, three short self-guided trails, a park video and museum 
exhibits, and bookstore.  For additional information, please call (719) 748-3253 or visit our website: 
www.nps.gov/flfo or on Facebook or Twitter at /FlorissantNPS 
 
About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 417 

national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to

-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov 
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Grape Creek 
Florissant, Colorado 

By Steven Wade Veatch 
 

Rippling over small round rocks 

in the chilled afternoon light 

of Spring’s sunshine 

the cold creek flows— 

core of everything. 
 

It exists against the odds 

surrounded by green grass 

lush from winter snows. 
 

Twisting and turning like ribbon 

it whorls into wonder where  

birds splash, dip, flick, and flutter. 

In casual poses, they gossip gamely 

delivering their news. 
 

The water moves beyond the birds  

free across acres of time, and 

releases me from disfiguring cities  

and heaps of numbing concrete. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grape Creek 

flowing 

through the 

Florissant 

Fossil Beds 

National 

Monument. 

Photo by 

S.W. Veatch 

2018. 
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Another successful yoga season at Florissant Fossil Beds!  
 

Due to popular demand, yoga hikes will continue into October this year.                   

Yoga hikes are open to everyone! Yoga hikes include hiking 1-2 miles and standing 

poses. They are led by a certified yoga instructor paid for                                                                

by the Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds.   

 

Starting at 10 AM and ending at 11:30 AM in October,                                            

hikes are available on Monday morning, Oct. 1st and Oct. 8th.   
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Support the Friends When You Shop Amazon 

Do you shop on Amazon? Did you know you can support the Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds with little 
effort and without any additional cost to you? Just follow these simple steps: 

 

  1.) Got to smile.amazon.com 

 

  2.) Enter your standard Amazon username and login and then click the “Accounts & Lists” tab in the 
 upper right-hand corner.  

 

  3.) After you click, a drop-down menu will appear. In this drop down menu, click “Your AmazonSmile” 
 and then select your charity.  

 

  4.) To find us, simply type in “Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds Inc” in the search bar and then click 
 the “Select” button when the name appears in the results bar.  

 

  5.) Once you’ve selected Friends of the Florissant Fossil Beds, be sure to bookmark your link with   
 “smile.amazon.com” at the beginning of the URL and shop from this link. If you do not shop from 
 this bookmarked link, Amazon does not make a contribution to your selected organization. 

 

Thank you for your support! 
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Number 9 of the Geologic Bulletin Series, 2017 – Page 1 



 

Page 10 Every Fossil Needs a Friend 

Number 9 of the Geologic Bulletin Series, 2017 – Page 2 
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Number 10 of the Geologic Bulletin Series, 2017 – Page 1 
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Number 10 of the Geologic Bulletin Series, 2017 – Page 2 


